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INTRODUCTION

O

UR Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols is modelled on the service
held every year in the chapel at King’s College, Cambridge. The
original service was, in fact, adapted from an Order drawn up by
E.W. Benson, later Archbishop of Canterbury, for use in the wooden shed,
which then served as his cathedral in Truro, at 10 p.m. on Christmas Eve
1880. A.C. Benson recalled: ‘My father arranged from ancient sources a
little service for Christmas Eve – nine carols and nine tiny lessons, which
were read by various officers of the Church, beginning with a chorister,
and ending, through the different grades, with the Bishop.’ The suggestion
had come from G.H.S. Walpole, later Bishop of Edinburgh.
Almost immediately other churches adapted the service for their own use.
A wider frame began to grow when the service was first broadcast from
King’s in 1928 and, with the exception of 1930, it has been broadcast
annually, even during the Second World War, when the ancient glass (and
also all heat) had been removed from the Chapel and the name of King’s
could not be broadcast for security reasons. Sometime in the early 1930s the
BBC began broadcasting the service on overseas programmes. It is
estimated that there are millions of listeners worldwide, including those to
Radio Four in the United Kingdom.
Wherever the service is heard and however it is adapted, whether the
music is provided by choir or congregation, the pattern and strength of the
service, as Dean Milner-White pointed out, derive from the lessons and not
the music. ‘The main theme is the development of the loving purposes of
God ...’ seen ‘through the windows and words of the Bible’. Local interests
appear, as they do here, in the bidding prayer, and personal circumstances
give point to different parts of the service. Many of those who took part in
the first service must have recalled those killed in the Great War when it
came to the famous passage ‘all those who rejoice with us but on another
shore and in a greater light’. The centre of the service is still found by those
who ‘go in heart and mind’ and who consent to follow where the story
leads.

2

The church is served by a hearing loop. Users should turn their hearing aid to the
setting marked T.
Members of the congregation are kindly requested to ensure that mobile phones,
cellular phones, chiming digital watches, and pagers are switched off.
The service is led by the Reverend Anthony Buckley, Vicar of St Michael at the
North Gate and City Rector of Oxford.
The service is sung by the Choir of St Michael at the North Gate, conducted by
Tom Hammond-Davies, Director of Music.
The organ is played by Dónal McCann.

Music before the service:

In dulci jubilo BUXWV 197

DIETERICH BUXTEHUDE (c. 1637-1707)

In dulci jubilo Op. 79 no 41

MARCEL DUPRÉ (1886–1971)

In dulci jubilo BWV 729

JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH (1685–1750)

We gratefully acknowledge permission through Christian Copyright Licensing (License No. 1262444) to print any
words and/or music. Designed and printed at St Michael at the North Gate. All Rights reserved.
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ORDER OF SERVICE
The candles are lit.
As the main lights of the church are dimmed, please stand.
CHOIR:

The Shepherd’s Carol

BOB CHILCOTT (b. 1955)

W

E stood on the hills, Lady,
Our day’s work done,
Watching the frosted meadows
That winter had won.
The evening was calm, Lady,
The air so still,
Silence more lovely than music
Folded the hill.
There was a star, Lady,
Shone in the night,
Larger than Venus it was
And bright, so bright.
Oh, a voice from the sky, Lady,
It seemed to us then
Telling of God being born
In the world of men.
And so we have come, Lady,
Our day’s work done,
Our love, our hopes, ourselves,
We give to your son.
CLIVE SANSOM (1910-1981)

All remain standing. The Choir sings
SOLO:

NCE in royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.
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CHOIR:

ALL:

He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor and mean and lowly
lived on earth our Saviour holy.
And through all his wondrous childhood
he would honour and obey,
love and watch the lowly maiden,
in whose gentle arms he lay:
Christian children all must be
mild, obedient, good as he.
For he is our childhood’s pattern,
day by day like us he grew,
he was little, weak, and helpless,
tears and smiles like us he knew;
and he feeleth for our sadness,
and he shareth in our gladness.
And our eyes at last shall see him,
Through his own redeeming love,
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heaven above;
And he leads his children on
To the place where he is gone.
Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him; but in heaven,
set at God’s right hand on high;
where like stars his children crowned
all in white shall wait around.

H. J. GAUNTLETT (1805-76)

CECIL FRANCES ALEXANDER (1818-95)

vv. 1-4 harmonised by A.H. MANN (1850-1929)
Descant and organ part by DAVID WILLCOCKS (b. 1919)

All remain standing.
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THE BIDDING PRAYER

B

ELOVED in Christ, be it this Christmastide our care and delight to
hear again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go
even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass,
and the Babe lying in a manger.
Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving
purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the
glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child.
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on
earth and goodwill among all his people; for unity and brotherhood
within the Church he came to build, and especially in our diocese.
And because this would rejoice his heart, let us remember, in his
name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed;
the sick and them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged and
the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love
him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but
upon another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no man
can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom
in the Lord Jesus we are one for evermore.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of
Heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us:

O

UR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation; But deliver us from evil: For thine is the
kingdom, the power, and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

T

HE Almighty God bless us with His grace: Christ give us the joys
of everlasting life: and unto the fellowship of the citizens above
may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.

All sit. The Choir sings
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CHOIR:

What sweeter music

JOHN RUTTER (b. 1945)

W

HAT sweeter music can we bring,
Than a Carol, for to sing
The Birth of this our heavenly King?
Awake the Voice! Awake the String!
Dark and dull night, fly hence away,
And give the honour to this Day,
That sees December turn’d to May.
Why does the chilling Winter’s morn
Smile, like a field beset with corn?
Or smell, like to a meadow newly shorn,
Thus, on the sudden?
Come and see
The cause, why things thus fragrant be:
‘Tis He is born, whose quick’ning Birth
Gives life and lustre, public mirth,
To Heaven and the under-Earth.
We see Him come, and know Him ours,
Who, with His Sun-shine, and His Showers,
Turns all the patient ground to flowers.
The Darling of the World is come,
And fit it is, we find a room
To welcome Him.
The nobler part
Of all the house here, is the Heart,
Which we will give Him; and bequeath
This Holly and this Ivy Wreath,
To do Him honour; who’s our King,
And Lord of all this Revelling.
ROBERT HERRICK (1591-1674)

All remain seated.
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THE FIRST LESSON :: GENESIS 22. 15-18
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the nations of the
earth be blessed.

A

ND the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven
the second time, And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the
LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not
withheld thy son, thine only son: That in blessing I will bless thee,
and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven,
and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall
possess the gate of his enemies; And in thy seed shall all the nations
of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.
All stand to sing

O

F the Father’s heart begotten,
Ere the world from chaos rose,
He is Alpha: from that Fountain
All that is and hath been flows;
He is Omega, of all things
Yet to come the mystic Close,
Evermore and evermore.
UPPER VOICES:

LOWER VOICES:

By his word was all created;
He commanded and ‘twas done;
Earth and sky and boundless ocean,
Universe of three in one,
All that sees the moon’s soft radiance,
All that breathes beneath the sun,
Evermore and evermore.
He assumed this mortal body,
Frail and feeble, doomed to die,
That the race from dust created
Might not perish utterly,
Which the dreadful Law had sentenced
In the depths of hell to lie,
Evermore and evermore.
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UPPER VOICES:

LOWER VOICES:

ALL:

O how blest that wondrous birthday,
When the Maid the curse retrieved,
Brought the birth mankind’s salvation,
By the Holy Ghost conceived;
And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer,
In her loving arms received,
Evermore and evermore.
This is he, whom seer and sybil
Sang in ages long gone by;
This is he of old revealed
In the page of prophecy;
Lo! he comes, the promised Saviour;
Let the world his praises cry!
Evermore and evermore.
Sing, ye heights of heav’n, his praises;
Angels and archangels, sing!
Wheresoe’er ye be, ye faithful,
Let your joyous anthems ring,
Ev’ry tongue his name confessing,
Countless voices answering,
Evermore and evermore.

PRUDENTIUS (348-413)

tr. R. F. DAVIS (1905)

Melody from ‘Piae Cantiones, Theoderici Petri Nylandensis’, 158
arranged by DAVID WILLCOCKS (b. 1919)

All sit.

T

THE SECOND LESSON :: ISAIAH 9. 2, 6-7
Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah.

HE people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they
that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath
the light shined. [...] For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgement and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of
the LORD of hosts will perform this.
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All remain seated. The Choir sings
CHOIR:

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day

arr. DAVID WILLCOCKS (b. 1919)

T

OMORROW shall be my dancing day:
I would my true love did so chance
To see the legend of my play,
To call my love to my dance:
Sing O my love, O my love, my love, my love;
This have I done for my true love.

Then was I born of a virgin pure,
Of her I took fleshly substance;
Thus was I knit to man’s nature,
To call my true love to my dance:
Sing O my love …
In a manger laid and wrapped I was,
So very poor, this was my chance,
Betwixt an ox and silly poor ass,
To call my true love to my dance:
Sing O my love …
English traditional carol.

All remain seated.
THE THIRD LESSON :: ISAIAH 11. 1-2, 6-9

A

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.

ND there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a
Branch shall grow out of his roots: And the spirit of the LORD
shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear
of the LORD; [...] The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the
leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion
and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And the
cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together:
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall
play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand
on the cockatrice’ den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as
the waters cover the sea.
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All remain seated. The Choir sings
CHOIR:

In the bleak mid-winter

HAROLD DARKE (1888-1976)

I

N the bleak mid-winter
Frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron,
Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow,
Snow on snow,
In the bleak mid-winter
Long ago.
Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him
Nor earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall flee away
When He comes to reign:
In the bleak mid-winter
A stable-place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty,
Jesus Christ.
Enough for Him, whom cherubim
Worship night and day,
A breastful of milk
And a mangerful of hay;
Enough for Him, whom angels
Fall down before,
The ox and ass and camel
Which adore.
What can I give Him,
Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb,
If I were a wise man
I would do my part,
Yet what I can I give Him,
Give my heart.
CHRISTINA ROSSETTI (1830-1894)

All remain seated.
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THE FOURTH LESSON :: MICAH 5. 2-4

B

The glory of humble Bethlehem is foretold.

UT thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me
that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from
of old, from everlasting. Therefore will he give them up, until the time
that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then the remnant of his
brethren shall return unto the children of Israel. And he shall stand
and feed in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of
the LORD his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great
unto the ends of the earth.

All stand to sing

O

LITTLE town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee to-night.
O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King,
and peace to men on earth.
For Christ is born of Mary;
and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.
CHOIR:

How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming;
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.
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O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell:
O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel.
English traditional melody arranged by
R. VAUGHAN WILLIAMS (1872-1958)
and (v. 4) THOMAS ARMSTRONG (b. 1898)

PHILLIPS BROOKS (1835-93)

All sit.
THE FIFTH LESSON :: ST LUKE 1. 26-35, 38

A

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.

ND in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God
unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, To a virgin espoused
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and
the virgin’s name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and
said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed
art thou among women. And when she saw him, she was troubled at
his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should
be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found
favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great,
and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give
unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.
Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a
man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow
thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be
called the Son of God. […] And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of
the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel
departed from her.
All remain seated. The Choir sings
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CHOIR:

Ave Maria

A

ROBERT PARSONS (c. 1535-1572)

VE Maria , gratia plena, Dominus tecum,
benedicta tu in mulieribus,
et benedictus fructus ventris tui. Amen.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you,
you are blessed among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Amen.
Luke 1: 28b, 42b
CHOIR:

Sir Christèmas

N

WILLIAM MATTHIAS (1934-1992)

OWELL, nowell.
Who is there that singeth so, Nowell, nowell?
I am here, Sir Christèmas.

Welcome, my lord Sir Christèmas!
Welcome to all, both more and less!
Come near, come near, Nowell, nowell.
Dieu vous garde, beaux sieurs1, tidings I you bring:
A maid hath borne a child full young,
Which causeth you to sing: Nowell, nowell.
Christ is now born of a pure maid;
In an ox-stall he is laid,
Wherefore sing we at abrayde: Nowell, nowell.
Buvez bien, buvez bien par toute la compagnie.2
Make good cheer and be right merry,
And sing with us now joyfully: Nowell, nowell.
Nowell!

1
2

From Ave Rex, a carol sequence by William Mathias.
Words anon (c. 1500)
God keep you, good sirs
Drink well with the whole company

All remain seated.
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THE SIXTH LESSON :: ST LUKE 2. 1, 3-7

A

St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

ND it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree
from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. [...]
And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into
Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he
was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his
espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they
were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.
And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no
room for them in the inn.
All remain seated. The Choir sings
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CHOIR:

Blake’s Lullaby

JOHN RUTTER (b. 1945)

S

WEET dreams form a shade,
O’er my lovely infant’s head:
Sweet dreams of pleasant streams
By happy, silent moony beams. Lullaby, sing lullaby.
Sweet sleep with soft down
Weave thy brows an infant crown.
Sweet sleep, angel mild,
Hover o’er my happy child.

Lullaby, sing lullaby.

Sweet smiles in the night,
Hover over my delight.
Sweet smiles, mother's smiles,
All the livelong night beguiles.

Lullaby, sing lullaby.

Sweet moans, dovelike sighs,
Chase not slumber from thy eyes.
Sweet moans, sweeter smiles,
All the dovelike moans beguiles.
Sleep, sleep, happy child,
All creation slept and smiled;
Sleep, sleep, happy sleep,
While o’er thee thy mother weep.
Sweet babe, in thy face
Holy image I can trace:
Sweet babe, once like thee
Thy Maker lay and wept for me.
Wept for me, for thee, for all
When He was an infant small:
Thou His image ever see,
Heavenly face that smiles on thee.
Smiles on thee, on me, on all
Who became an infant small:
Infant smiles are His own smiles,
Heaven and earth to peace beguiles.
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from ‘A Cradle Song’ by WILLIAM BLAKE (1957-1827)

All remain seated for
THE SEVENTH LESSON :: ST LUKE 2. 8-16

A

The shepherds go to the manger.

ND there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the
angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel
said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes,
lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. And it came to
pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem,
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made
known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and
Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.
All remain seated. The Choir sings
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CHOIR:

Shepherd’s pipe carol

JOHN RUTTER (b. 1945)

G

OING through the hills on a night all starry
On the way to Bethlehem,
Far away I heard a shepherd boy piping
On the way to Bethlehem.
Angels in the sky brought this message nigh:
‘Dance and sing for joy that Christ the new-born King
Is come to bring us peace on earth,
And he’s lying cradled there at Bethlehem.’

‘Tell me, shepherd boy piping tunes so merrily
On the way to Bethlehem,
Who will hear your tunes on these hills so lonely
On the way to Bethlehem?’
‘None may hear my pipes on these hills so lonely
On the way to Bethlehem;
But a King will hear me play sweet lullabies
When I get to Bethlehem.’
Angels in the sky came down from on high,
Hovered o’er the manger where the babe was lying
Cradled in the arms of his mother Mary,
Sleeping now at Bethlehem.
‘Where is this new King, shepherd boy piping merrily,
Is he there at Bethlehem?’
‘I will find him soon by the star shining brightly
In the sky o’er Bethlehem.’
‘May I come with you, shepherd boy piping merrily,
Come with you to Bethlehem?
Pay my homage too at the new King’s cradle,
Is it far to Bethlehem?’
Angels in the sky brought this message nigh:
‘Dance and sing for joy that Christ the infant King
Is born this night in lowly stable yonder,
Born for you at Bethlehem.’
JOHN RUTTER

All stand to sing
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W

HILE shepherds watched their flocks by night,
All seated on the ground,
The angel of the Lord came down,
And glory shone around.

‘Fear not,’ said he (for mighty dread
Had seized their troubled mind);
‘Glad tidings of great joy I bring
To you and all mankind.
‘To you in David’s town this day
Is born of David’s line
A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord;
And this shall be the sign:
‘The heavenly Babe you there shall find
To human view displayed,
All meanly wrapped in swathing bands,
And in a manger laid.’
Thus spake the Seraph; and forthwith
Appeared a shining throng
Of angels praising God, who thus
Addressed their joyful song:
‘All glory be to God on high,
And on the Earth be peace;
Goodwill henceforth from heav’n to men
Begin and never cease!’
Este’s Psalter, 1592

NAHUM TATE (1652-1715)

Descant and organ part by DAVID WILLCOCKS (b. 1919)

All sit.
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THE EIGHTH LESSON :: ST MATTHEW 2. 1-11
The wise men are led by the Star to Jesus.

N

OW when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days
of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east
to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is born King of the
Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship
him. When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled,
and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief
priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them
where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem
of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem,
in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out
of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. Then
Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them
diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent them to
Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child;
and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come
and worship him also. When they had heard the king, they departed;
and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it
came and stood over where the young child was. When they saw the
star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were
come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother,
and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their
treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and
myrrh.
All remain seated. The Choir sings
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CHOIR:

The Three Kings

PETER CORNELIUS (1824-74)

arranged by IVOR ATKINS (1869-1953)
SOLO:

Three Kings from Persian lands afar
To Jordan follow the pointing star:
And this the quest of the travellers three,
Where the new-born King of the Jews may be.
Full royal gifts they bear for the King;
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering.
The star shines out with a steadfast ray;
The kings to Bethlehem make their way,
And there in worship they bend the knee,
As Mary’s child in her lap they see;
Their royal gifts they show to the King;
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering.
Thou child of man, lo, to Bethlehem
The Kings are travelling, travel with them!
The star of mercy, the star of grace,
Shall lead thy heart to its resting place.
Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring;
Offer thy heart to the infant King.
Chorale (sung at the same time as the above)
How brightly shines the morning star!
With grace and truth from heaven afar
Our Jesse tree now bloweth.
Of Jacob’s stem and David’s line,
For thee, my Bridegroom, King divine,
My soul with love o’erfloweth.
Thy word, Jesu, Inly feeds us,
Rightly leads us, Life bestowing.
Praise, O praise such love o’erflowing.
PETER CORNELIUS (1824-74) and PHILIPP NICOLAI (1556-1608)

tr. HERBERT NEWELL BATE (1871-1941)

All stand for
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THE NINTH LESSON :: ST JOHN 1. 1-14
St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.

I

N the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All
things were made by him; and without him was not any thing
made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of
men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness
comprehended it not. There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light,
that all men through him might believe. He was not that Light, but
was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which
lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in the world,
and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He
came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as
received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even
to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
All remain standing to sing.

O

COME, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him,
Born the King of angels;
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

God of God,
Light of Light,
Lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb;
Very God,
begotten, not created: O come, etc.
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Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above:
“Glory to God
In the highest:” O come, etc.
Yea, Lord we greet thee,
Born that happy morning,
Jesu, to thee be glory givn’;
Word of the Father,
Soon in flesh appearing: O come, etc.
Tr. F. OAKELEY, W. T. BROOKE and others

Composer unknown (probably 18th c.)
arranged by DAVID WILLCOCKS (b. 1919)

All remain standing for
THE PRAYERS

T

HE Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.
THE COLLECT FOR CHRISTMAS EVE

O

GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance
of the birth of thy only son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we
joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with
sure confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge;
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one
God, world without end. Amen.
THE BLESSING

M

AY he who by his Incarnation gathered into one things
earthly and heavenly, fill you with the sweetness of
inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be upon you
and remain with you always. Amen.
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All remain standing to sing

H

ARK! the herald-angels sing
glory to the new-born King,
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim,
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’
Hark! the herald-angels sing
glory to the new-born King.
Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!
Hail, the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald-angels sing …
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of peace!
Hail, the sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that man no more may die,
born to raise the sons of earth,
born to give them second birth.
Hark! the herald-angels sing …
C. WESLEY, T. WHITEFIELD, M. MADAN and

others.
FELIX MENDELSSOHN (1809-47)
Descant and organ part by DAVID WILLCOCKS (b. 1919)

All remain standing as the Choir and Clergy process to the south door for the
vestry prayer.
The organist plays
A Christmas Carillon

RODERICK ELMS (b. 1951)

Members of the Congregation are requested to remain in their places
until the end of the organ voluntary.
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